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Recreation Analysis
Analysis of recreation sites and facilities can be done in terms of the adequacy of the supply to
meet existing and projected demand. It can also look at qualitative aspects of the recreation
system, such as the nature of the experience of visiting a park and how the volume of other users
affects that experience. This carrying capacity analysis will provide information on the
satisfaction of recreation users with the degree of use or crowding, the feeling of security or
threat, and the level of enjoyment or dissatisfaction. Surveys are useful to measure user
preference and satisfaction for recreation activities and areas, participation, and demand.
Information from surveys (such as attendance) can be combined with physical measures (such as
the number of recreation sites per thousand popul ation) to generate measures of effectiveness and
levels of service. Gold (1979) recommends devel oping standards and levels of service based on
the actual usage patterns of acommunity rather than on abstract national standards. Kaiser,
Godschalk, and Chapin,1995,p245



